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earth, is but the religion of a particular race. Islam
is the creed of Arabia and the Arabs. When carried
eastward to the Ganges, westward to the Guadal-
quiver, it was borne forward on the points of a
myriad lances, not received by the people of India
and of Spain on its merits as a saving faith; and,
being neither a natural growth nor a free adoption
in those countries, it wore itself out in Spain,
while in Persia and India it has rooted itself
chiefly among men of Semitic race. Nanak in the
Punjab, Bab in Persia, may be said to have founded
sects on a wider plan than most other religious
leaders: for the Sikhs and Babees are both mis-
sionary churches, taking their own from among
Moslem, Buddhist, and Hindoo flocks; yet the
notion of having one free and open church, which
should make the brown man and the white man,
the black man and the red man, brothers and
equals, has scarcely ever yet dawned upon these
fiery advocates of faith.

Thus, nearly all our creeds have either some
open or some latent reference to condition. An
ancient legend says that the Arabian prophet told
his followers they would prevail in arms and plant
the true faith wherever the palms bore fruit; a
legend which has been almost verified in fact for a
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